[Malaria in health centres in the southern districts of Brazzaville, Congo].
During the surveys on antimalarial drug efficacy carried out from 2003 to 2006, we systematically checked the presence of Plasmodium falciparum in patients consulting in two health centres located in the south of Brazzaville. The first centre is situated in the urban zone; the second, in the semi rural area. The objective of this survey was to determine the prevalence of malaria-infected patients among the consulting patients and the prevalence of symptomatic patients with acute malaria attacks based on the parasitic density. Patients with parasites were assigned to one of the 5 following classifications: <2000, > or =2000, <5000, > or =5000 and > or =10,000 asexual parasites/microl of blood. Based on the threshold of parasite density 10,000 asexual parasites/microl, 10% and 24% of febrile patients in Tenrikyo and Madibou health centres were diagnosed as cases of malaria, respectively; 13.6% and 26.8% of patients under 5 years old consulting in these two health centres had malaria attacks. If the threshold of parasite density is lowered to 2000 asexual parasites/microl for patients > or =15 years old, 8% and 14% of adults in Tenrikyo and Madibou had malaria attacks, respectively The malaria burden was higher in the periphery of the city of Brazzaville than in the urbanized central districts. The Madibou health centre located in semi rural zone receives twice as many malaria cases for consultation than Tenrikyo located in the urban zone.